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10/06/20
Dear Parents/carers,

Over the last few weeks we have written difficult letters and communicated demanding plans to our school community. As you know, plans have been put in place to increase provision at school to include a wider number of children from specific year groups from 15th June. You may also have heard from the government yesterday that they have stepped back from their plans to increase the number of year groups returning before the summer holidays. 

Regrettably, I am writing to parents today to inform you that it is currently unlikely that the school will be able to increase our provision beyond what is planned to begin on Monday 15th June. Children in Little Conkers, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will return to school as well as the continued provision for children of key workers and the vulnerable. The strict guidelines around the provision of  ‘pods’, restrictions on the number of staff available due to shielding, the number of key workers/vulnerable children currently accessing provision and the number of children from government defined year groups wishing to attend means that it would currently be very challenging to offer for more year groups to return. We will continue to review the latest guidance from the DfE and our detailed risk assessment to understand if there are further options for increasing the number of children accessing school.  

We know that our school will not return to normal before the end of term. Our greatest wish would be to see our classes together again returning to some form of normality. However, we know that our new ‘normal’ of home learning will continue for some time to come. We want all the children and parents to know that all staff will continue to work as hard as we can to provide the best that we can. I will be writing and recording a video message for the children on Friday. I hope you will be able to share it with them. 

I have provided some of the details of how we will be renewing our commitment to supporting the children who remain at home:
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1) Continued home learning offers which will now come into line as far as possible with those children who are returning to school. 
2) Working towards printed packs of resources which can be used over this term or during the holidays. 
3) Phone contact with school staff for families and the ability to request further contact if necessary. 
4) Rolling out of secure video contact with school staff and classmates. This will be managed by using Zoom in the first instance as a temporary solution. We are in the final stages of preparing to roll out Microsoft Teams for our children beginning for those in Key Stage Two. This will allow for face to face contact with staff and classmates. More details will be sent to you as soon as they are available.
5) Continued support with ideas for physical activity, whole school challenges and mental health. 

We recognise that there are many challenges with home learning over such a long period of time. However, we hope that the steps above may provide some additional support for children and families. 

As more school staff are required to work within each of the school ‘pods’ it may be that you will see a slight change in the way that home learning is managed and the staff that are involved on a weekly basis.  Teachers and senior leaders are happy to discuss any difficulties with parents, please use the school email address or phone and someone will contact you. 

I look forward to seeing your child’s home learning and hearing about all of their achievements.  


With kind regards,


Mr G. Trafford
Executive Headteacher
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