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Dear Parents and Carers,

School Closure – Learning in Partnership between Home and School

We now know that the UK Government and the Department for Education has asked all schools to close. At this time, it is not clear on how long this will be for. I want to be clear with parents and carers that this is not something that any of us would want. As educators we believe in the benefits of school to further learning and inspire fabulous opportunities for all our children. 

I also want to be clear that we cannot seek to replicate all learning experiences at home. However, we also know that extended periods of absence and holidays can have a significant affect on progress and attainment. Therefore, we have a responsibility to try to work together with families in their homes to continue supporting their academic progress. 

I would ask that you read the following information carefully and if you have questions or you need help and support, please reach out to us through the methods detailed below. 

Channels of communication:

In principle school hours (8:45-3:15) will be kept by staff and during this time the following channels of communication will be open:

1) For questions about learning these will need to be directed to the class teacher via Tapestry (Little Conkers and RH) Class Dojo (Y1-Y6) or the Class ‘Padlet’ (more details on this to follow).
2) For questions related to safeguarding or other school related aspects please email school.office@chestnut-street.lincs.sch.uk 
3) School Twitter pages will be running and updated regularly if you have an account.
4) School staff will have access to Parentmail and can use this to send emails.

Packs for children to take home:

Your child has bought home a pack of resources from school including the following:
· Reading books (these are from the school/class libraries and book boxes and must be kept at home ready to be returned to school when we reopen). 
· An exercise book for children to use either for completion of home learning activities or for their own independent work (eg. Stories, daily diary, calculations, pictures etc.)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Stationery (pen/pencil)
· A home learning grid with approximately 9 activities. If school is closed for an extended period of time we may arrange for further grids to be produced and physically shared with families. 
· Log-in details for specific websites such as TT Rockstars, Spelling Shed and Numbots (KS1)





Support for extended home learning:

We are very aware that there may be difficulties in accessing online content. Safe use of the internet can open opportunities for a continuity of learning in partnership with school. Staff will be planning for, setting activities, reviewing learning and ‘interacting with children’ on a daily basis in the following ways:

Little Conkers and Reception:
Ideas for practical home learning, links to activities and the ability to interact with teaching and support staff will be through TAPESTRY. Please ensure that you have a parent log-in to Tapestry. Staff will ‘check in’ during school hours to update activities answer questions. 

Year 1 -6:
Our main source of continued learning will be through CLASS DOJO.  During school hours staff will ‘check in’ to update activities and answer questions. Staff may also signpost further links. We will always try to consider home broadband connections but many of these links will be from the internet. 

Some teachers may also use Padlets (a simple to use web-based portal – a bit like online post-it notes) and Drop-Box (a simple way of transfer files like PDF’s). We also have accessed a wealth of other online learning activities. Details will be shared through the above channels when necessary.

Promoting Well-Being and Positive Mental Health

We recognise that the school closure will bring about lots of changes in routine. What works for your family might not work for others. We would suggest a regular routine with breaks and opportunities to play in between. Try to keep an approach to work fresh each day. As a school we will try to support you as parents and help the children to think about a sensible approach to work and fun. 

We know that the following weeks will be challenging but we are sure that our children will exhibit the resilience and determination that they demonstrate at school every day. 

Kind regards,

George Trafford

Mr G. Trafford
Executive Headteacher
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